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Familial DNA Searching

. Does it work?
. How/how well?




In Grim Sleeper case, a new tack in DNA searching
It's the first successful use of controversial ‘familial’

matching in a high-profile U.S. case.
July 10, 2010 | By Maura Dolan, Los Angeles Times







CODIS—NDIS Statistics

Measuring Success
The National DNA Index (NDIS) contains over
8,649,605 offender profiles and 328,067 forensic
' , the success of

nrofiles as of July 2010. Ultimatel
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Codis Measures of Efficiency

. Offender hit rate— 27%
amilial searching

Partial match disclosure




Cold Hit to Conviction

- No national tracking




Latest familial search stats (UK)

- Total cases submitted: 157 (to date), 93 are
currently ‘Active’

. 42 ‘Closed’ or ‘Solved’ by other means




Familial Searching- Cons

- Privacy invasion — “genetic surveillance”




FBI Position

The FBI would be more comfortable with
congressional authorization to conduct




FBI Position

The DNA ldentification Act of 1994 does not
explicitly authorize familial searches on the

Federal level.




DNA ldentification Act
(42 U.S.C. 14132)




California Penal Code 296




Virginia Statute

The results of an anaIyS|s and comparison of the
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Different Statutory “Purpose”

Legislative history
e Restrictions on use, disclosure
 Not for insurance, employment...




U.S. v. Pool (9/14/10)

The familial match is not implicated: by definition the




Federal Legislation

Legislation Introduced in the House to Permit Familial DNA Searches
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— Wednesday August 04, 2010
“Implement a national standard by creating a system whereby a state




FALSE LEADS?

. 10 searches to date
- 1 million + per search




Conflict with Justice System

- Withhold real investigative leads




Post-Conviction Testing

Test evidence
If iInconsistent with defendant-




Juan Rivera

. Convicted for third time




California Familial Search Policy

« Written request to the Bureau Chief
Describes the case
All investigative leads have been exhausted




California Familial Search Policy

- Modified search conducted by DOJ must result in a
manageable number of candidates




Familial Search Investigations

. Investigative lead
- Family structure




The “Grim Sleeper”

First familial search
No investigative lead




Proposal
Discuss policy among all vested parties

— not just Codis

“ﬂ



The Inevitability of familial
searching

California/Colorado/Virginia?
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